Thi s oto scopic view is of a right ear with two pathologic entities. Anterior to the malleus at the top of the photograph is a gro ove in the bone of the external auditory canal that repr esent s a fracture. The tympanic membrane is intact, but it has a dark blue , almo st black , color, indicating that it is filled with blood. When associ ated with a history of trauma , hemotympanum is pathognomonic of a temporal bone fracture.
Hemotympanum by itself must be distingui shed from hemorrhage into the ear cau sed by leukemia, the administration of anticoagulants, or hemoptysis in cases of advanced tuberculosis. The differential diagno sis includes blu e eardrum and cholesterol granuloma.
The treatment ofhemotympanum itself is conservative. Prophylactic antibiotics are often given to pre vent infection . The blood usu ally resolves spontaneously within 4 weeks. If serous otiti s persists long er than 1 month, myringotomy and insertion of a ventilating tube for a few weeks may be nece ssary. Fracture of the temporal bone detected by otoscopy or imaging requires no treatment unle ss there are othe r symptoms of facial pals y, conductive hearing loss, peril ymphatic fistul a, cerebrospinal fluid otorhinorrhea, vertigo, or tinnitu s. 
